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Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meeting
Moraga School District 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning Commission
Monday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Town Council
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Slight DUI 1/16/16  Busted tail
lights got cops’ attention on Mor-
aga Road at 11:30 p.m.  The 24-
year-old female driver of an Audi
didn’t respond until multiple sirens
were activated – kind of a tip off.
Surprisingly the driver smelled of
alcoholic beverages, and according
to her first blood alcohol test, she
was barely drunk with a reading of
0.10, but upon a subsequent test at
the Moraga Police Department she
had a 0.08 reading – which is the
legal limit.  She was issued a cita-
tion and released to a sober adult. 

Drunk fighting 1/17/16  There was
fighting in the street at almost 1
a.m. near the police department on
Rheem Boulevard.  Cops deter-
mined that a female subject who
had just been released after being
arrested for DUI was being “unco-
operative” and had walked away
from her sober caretaker.  The sub-
ject was located and still had an
odor of alcoholic beverages on her
person and police surmised that
based on her behavior, she was un-
able to care for herself.  “After trying
to reason with the subject and get her
to return home, she said, ‘Then take
me to jail, I’m not going back to my
mother’s house,’” noted the police
report.  No other sober adult could be
found at that hour, so she was ar-
rested for public intoxication and
taken to the Martinez jail.  Just can’t
make this stuff up.

Loud party 1/13/16  The loud party
reported to be occurring in a residen-
tial apartment complex at 11:30 p.m.
was actually six college-aged people
engaged in loud conversation inside
an apartment.  Cops wisely con-
cluded this gathering did not consti-
tute an actual loud party as defined
by the Moraga Municipal Code.  The
resident was advised to keep it down.

Bad behavior 1/14/16  A noise com-
plaint reported that a number of sub-
jects were screaming and jumping in
front of cars at 1 a.m. in front of a
local convenience store.  Two sub-
jects were arrested for being drunk in
public, using a fake ID to purchase
alcohol, as well as being minors in
possession of alcohol, and a proba-
tion violation.  Genius.

Kid locked in gym 1/14/16  The fire
department responded to a call about
a student locked in an interior room

of the Campolindo High School
gymnasium, and let him out.  The
basketball coach arrived at 5:45 a.m.
to find the main gym locked, but dis-
covered the door to the team room
had a damaged handle.  A student
had left basketball practice early and
when he went to retrieve his back-
pack, became locked in the team
room.  Text messages from the stu-
dent were not picked up in his at-
tempt to seek help.

Burglary 1/14/16  When Camino
Peral residents returned home in the
middle of the afternoon, they found
items strewn about the place and
bedroom dresser drawers open.  At
the moment, it’s a mystery if any-
thing is missing – but clearly bad
guys were on the hunt.  The incident
is currently under investigation.

In addition, the following crimes
occurring in Moraga between
Jan. 11-19:
Car Paint Damage – Ascot Drive
Possibly Lost Wedding Ring and
Watch – Larch Avenue
Identity Theft – Moraga Road
False Alarm – Wakefield Drive,
Claudia Court, Camino Pablo
Walking While Drunk – Augusta
Drive
Attempted Drowning Due to
PTSD – local creek
Traffic Accident – Moraga Road
Semi-loud Party – Ascot Drive 
Dogs in Cool Car – Moraga Road
Identity Theft – Birchwood Drive

Moraga Police 
Department

Hard to Choose an Image for Moraga
Pear or no pear – that is the question
By Sophie Braccini 

Council Seeks Funds for an Elevator at the Hacienda
By Sophie Braccini

While renovation and devel-
opment plans for the Ha-

cienda de las Flores have not been
finalized, and the upper floors of the
Hacienda are underused, the Moraga
Town Council asked staff during its
Jan. 13 meeting to pursue a grant that
would provide partial funding for the
installation of an elevator at the facil-
ity.  Staff identified a grant opportu-
nity through the Contra Costa County
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program. Moraga
could get $96,000 from that fund,
which would cover a little less than
one-fifth of the half million dollars
needed for the project.   

     
Former mayor Graig Crossley,

who uses a wheelchair, spoke at the
meeting, saying,  “I am interested
in accessibility at the Hacienda.
Location and money have been key
issues.” But Crossley asked if the

town was not moving ahead of it-
self, adding “I’m not making the
assumption that Gould Evans (the
architect in charge of designing the
renovation of the Hacienda) is
going to go through (with the com-
pletion of their plans), so the access
to the second level should be pur-
sued.” Crossley added that he
wanted to know how those upper

levels would be used. 

      
The council members also ques-

tioned the timing, and councilmem-
ber Teresa Onoda, asked if the
architect had weighed in on where
the elevator should be located.  Gould
Evans is scheduled to present its plan
to renovate and develop the Hacienda
in the coming months.  Jay Ingram,
the parks and recreation director who

was presenting the project, assured
Onoda that the two possible locations
for the new elevator made sense for
them.

      
Onoda also questioned the

town’s use of the upper floors at this
time. “The upper levels are not ready
for prime time,” she said. “It would
cost a lot to have classes up there.” 

                 
... continued on next page

Taking public surveys and hav-
ing multiple meetings that go

on for hours about the colors and
symbols on new town wayfinding
signs could seem frivolous to a mis-
informed outsider.  But the matter is
not trivial.  As the passionate contro-
versy over the new electronic town
marquee showed a few months ago,
Moragans are demanding when it
comes to signs – and for good reason.
Formal or whimsical, low- or high-
tech, subdued or flashy, public signs
say a lot about how a town sees itself.  

      
Last year the town received a

$50,000 Transportation Development
Act grant for a comprehensive update
of its Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan.
The project includes the creation of a
wayfinding directional signage pro-
gram for cars, pedestrians and cy-
clists.  Town staff has been working
with consulting firm Studio L’Image,
which created the San Leandro
wayfinding plan; together they pro-
posed four design options that have
been created to differentiate Moraga
from its neighboring cities and to re-
flect the character of the town.  

      
The four members of the Design

Review Board met on Jan. 11 to de-
cide whether there should be a pear or
no pear on the signs, and a blue or a
green sky over a silhouette of hills.
As a historical symbol of the town of
Moraga the pear has merits, according
to Helder and board member John
Glover.  The other two members, Ra-
mona Escano-Thompson and Chris
Crews, were less enthusiastic.  The
blue sky also garnered no real consen-
sus for or against. 

      
Glover was less concerned about

the color palette than the number of
future signs planned, “so Moraga
does not start looking like Las Vegas,”
he said. What was important to
Glover was that the number of signs
be limited to what was needed for di-
rection and safety. The consultant said
a preliminary study showed that about
18 vehicular signs, five pedestrian
signs, and 20 bike signs would be in-
cluded.

      
The four sign options were pro-

posed to the public through an online
survey.  Option one is all green with a
white pear outline in the top left cor-
ner, option two is the same as option
one with no pear; option three adds a

blue sky with a pear, and option four
has a blue sky with no pear.  Of the
123 votes submitted in the online sur-
vey, nearly half were for option four.
None of the other three options re-
ceived more than 20 percent of the
vote.

      
The four options were also pre-

sented to the citizens committee that
meets to discuss the pedestrian and bi-
cycle plan.  Their comment was that
the blue sky could distract passers-by
from the main objective of the sign,
which is to inform about direction, so

that would eliminate options three and
four.

      
Escano-Thompson suggested

creating temporary mockups of the
different versions so people could get
a better feel for what these signs
would look like.  The consultant
agreed that paper mockups could be
made.

      
The town council will have a

chance to weigh in on the proposed
signage within a few weeks.  Studio
L'Image will then finalize the plan, in-
cluding positioning and material used.  

      
Moraga Planning Director Ellen

Clark noted that the four gateway
signs that signal the entrance to Mor-
aga on Canyon Road, Moraga Way,
St. Mary's Road and Moraga Road
are going to be redone thanks to a do-
nation from the Moraga Movers.  

      
The financing of the new

wayfinding plan was not discussed.
The grant only funds the study.

Moraga Movers Gives $40,000 to the
Town and Local Groups
The largest dues-paying organization in Moraga, the Moraga Movers, gave
the town of Moraga $10,000 to build four gateway signs at the entrance of
the town.  Philip Arth, president of the Moraga movers, indicated at the Jan.
13 council meeting that in 2015 the seniors group found itself with a
$40,000 surplus and decided to donate half of that money in 2015, and the
remainder in 2016. Other Movers’ beneficiaries are the Saint Mary’s Schol-
arship Program, the Saint Mary’s High Potential Scholarship Program, and
Lamorinda Adult Respite Care. “The feeling was that they (the gateway
signs) are worn, they are too low to the ground, they are dated, and some
are obstructed by vegetation,” said Arth, when explaining why the group
decided to give money to the town.

Four wayfinding sign options Image provided 
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
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Bernie & Ryerson Team 

925.200.2222 or 925.878.9685 
gabernie@pacunion.com 
ken@ryersonrealty.com 

License #: 00686144 | 01418309

109 Cypress Point Way, Moraga
• Beautiful single level townhouse located in Moraga Country Club

• 3 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, filled with an abundance of natural light

• Inviting living room with fireplace

• Hardwood floors

• Spacious and seclude side and back yard provide a wonderful entertaining space

• Two-car garage with plenty of storage

• Conveniently located close to MCC club house, pool, tennis courts and golf 

• Access to top-rated Moraga Schools

• Close to public transportation and BART
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